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Market Summary

When the markets would open today, first and foremost, they are likely to react to
the Q3 GDP print that came out post-market hours on Friday. While India managed
to swing back in the green with a 0.4% rise in the GDP after two consecutive
quarters of decline, a downward revision of FY21 GDP in the second advance
estimates to -8% could disappoint Street.

On the economic front, Markit Manufacturing PMI and Market Services PMI data
are scheduled to be out on March 1 and March 3, respectively and would be closely
tracked by investors.

Besides this, the auto sales figures would start trickling in from March 1 onwards.
Car and tractor makers are likely to report a strong set of auto sales numbers for the
month of February, but growth in two-wheeler sales may not be as strong,
according to analysts. Stock-specific action is expected in the auto companies on the
back of these numbers.

Asian shares firmed on Monday as some semblance of calm returned to bond

markets after last week’s wild ride, while progress in the huge US stimulus package
underpinned optimism about the global economy. Also helping sentiment was news
deliveries of the newly approved Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine should start
on Tuesday. MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan edged up
0.1%, after shedding 3.7% last Friday. Japan’s Nikkei rallied 2.0%, while NASDAQ

futures bounced 0.8% and S&P 500 futures 0.7%.

Tracking the upbeat global mood, the Nifty futures on SGX were trading 227 points

or 1.57% higher at 14,752, indicating a gap-up start for benchmark indices back
home.

Macro News

Traders body to launch agitation from Mar 5 against GST, e-commerce issues
Traders' body CAIT on Sunday said it would launch a nation-wide agitation against
issues related to the goods and services tax and alleged malpractices of foreign e-
commerce firms. The day-long 'Bharat Vyapar Bandh', called by the Confederation
of All India Traders (CAIT) on February 26, had evoked a lukewarm response. "The
campaign will begin from March 5 and continue till April 5 against the GST
amendments and malpractices of foreign e-commerce companies," CAIT said. The
trader's body said both these issues are directly related to the eight crore traders of
the country and till the logical resolution of these two issues is achieved, the
movement will continue throughout the country.

India's crude steel output grows 7.6% to 10 MT in January: Worldsteel

India registered a growth of 7.6 per cent in crude steel production at 10 million
tonne (MT) in January 2021, according to World Steel Association (worldsteel). The
country had produced 9.3 MT crude steel during the same month last year. "The
production for the 64 countries reporting to the worldsteel was 162.9 MT in
January 2021, registering a 4.8 per cent increase compared to January 2020," the
global industry body said in its latest report. China remained the global leader in
production of steel in January, registering 6.8 per cent year-on-year growth in
output at 90.2 MT during the month.

India's coal import declines 12% to 181 mn tonnes in April-January

India's coal import registered a drop of 11.59 per cent to 180.84 million tonnes
(MT) in the first 10 months of the ongoing fiscal. The company had imported 204.55
MT of coal in April-January period of the previous fiscal year, according to
provisional data compiled by mjunction services. mjunction -- a joint venture of
Tata Steel and SAIL -- is a B2B e-commerce company and also publishes research
reports on coal and steel verticals.
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Institutional Activity
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Key News

RIL buys majority stake in skyTran; invested in future tech, says Ambani
Billionaire Mukesh Ambani-led Reilance Industries' subsidiary Reliance
Strategic Business Ventures Limited (RSBVL) on Sunday said that it has
acquired additional equity stake in its investee company skyTran Inc. for a
consideration of $26.76 million, increasing its shareholding to 54.46 per
cent on a fully diluted basis.

JLR to take a write off of 1.5 bn pounds in Q4 as part of a restructuring
Jaguar Land Rover will take a one-time write off of 1.5 billion pounds
(includes cash and non-cash) in the March quarter as part of a restructuring
exercise under “Re-imagine” strategy, company’s management told
investors on Friday. This will be the second biggest write-off by Tata
Motors’ UK subsidiary as it seeks to change tack and turn profitable amid
disruptions and heightening competition. JLR had taken a write-off of 3.1
billion pounds in the December quarter of FY19 due to a slowdown in
China and Brexit uncertainties.

Indian Oil to expand Panipat refinery with capex of Rs 32,946 crore

Oil marketing firm IndianOil Corporation (IOC) is expanding its Panipat
refinery's capacity from 15 million metric tonnes per annum (MMTPA) to
25 MMTPA at a cost of Rs 32,946 crore. The expansion will include
installation of a polypropylene unit and a catalytic dewaxing unit. The
project is expected to be commissioned by September 2024. The state-
owned company's board of directors has accorded approval for capital
investment. "The capacity expansion will improve operational flexibility of
the refinery to meet domestic energy demand and also enhance the
petrochemicals intensity," it said in a statement.

Airlines see 10-12% drop in bookings as states insist on Covid-19 test
Domestic airlines have seen a 10-12 per cent drop in bookings over the
past seven days as state governments have reintroduced measures to
prevent the spread of Covid-19. West Bengal joined Maharashtra and
Karnataka in insisting on negative RT PCR tests for travellers from certain
states, which has dampened sentiment. Passengers from Maharashtra and
Karnataka will have to undergo seven days of home quarantine in Tamil
Nadu under the state’s new rules. The Delhi government, too, is expected
to insist on RT PCR tests for passengers from some states.

Vedanta Resources raises $1.2 bn ahead of open offer for Indian listed
unit

Vedanta Resources on Friday said it has raised USD 1.2 billion in a bond
offering that saw strong investor interest. The 8.95 per cent bonds due for
March 2025 "will be guaranteed by the company and two wholly-owned
indirect subsidiaries of the company, namely Twin Star Holding Ltd and
Welter Trading Limited," it said in a statement. Vedanta said it will use the
proceeds of the bonds for the acquisition of equity shares of the Indian
subsidiary as well as servicing existing debt.

ICRA reaffirms AA-plus rating on United Spirits' financial instruments
ICRA has reaffirmed AA-plus rating with a stable outlook on United Spirits
Ltd's (USL's) Rs 3,425 crore long-term, short-term and non-fund based
financial instruments. It also reaffirmed Al-plus rating on USL's commercial
paper and has withdrawn the rating on Rs 750 crore non-convertible
debentures at the company's request as there was no outstanding against
the facility. ICRA said the ratings continue to factor in USL's strong
operational and financial flexibility besides robust corporate governance
and compliance practices by virtue of being a 55.94 per cent subsidiary of
Diageo Plc.
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